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Kiddo Chronicles

Christmas Festivities Enjoyed by All

This years Christ-

mas Program was again a
huge success. THANK YOU
so much to Ms. Tankersley
from Kids Express Music.
(and also mom to Kate in
the Frogs) She did a fabu-
lous job getting the kids
ready for the program.

We also had a wonderful
time at our Christmas
luncheon. A HUGE thank
you to Shannon Roberts
(mom to Savannah in the
Kangaroof8s)
ganizational talents. She
pulled together a wonderful

luncheon enjoyed by all.

OQur
themselves again this year.
The children prepared
such cute centerpieces for
the decorations and of
course the ornament tree
with all the smiling chil-
drends faces

The hit attraction, after
the children singing of
course, was the surprise

f o pVisit from Father Christ-

mas.
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As the winter weather be-
con@s—p @r@f daily life, |
wanted to remind you all of
our Inclement Weather
Policies. If CMS is closed
due to the weather we will
ralso be closed. If CMS is
on a delay, we will still be

odecoratorsbo

was

outdid

fantastic.

Father Christmas

Weather Closure Policy

closed. | will also send a
mass email to let you know
if we are closed, so you can
check email for infor-
mation. Another place you
can check will be Facebook
where | will post our open/
closed status.

The final excitement for
Christmas Tree Raffle and
gift baskets. The Raffle

raised us some much needed

funds for our Playground
(which is officially open now.)
Martina Patrick (mom to No-
ah in the Rai
AMAZING job pulling the
raffle together. Thank you
Martina.

Finally, from the Teachers
and Ms. Stephanie here at
the preschool we wish you a
wonderful and safe holiday.
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Pleasant Hill
Preschool

January 2012

Dates to Remember:

J School Reopens January 2,
2012/ January 3, 2012

J Tuition Due 1/2/2012
J Tuition Late 1/6/2012

J Playground Grand Opening
1-11:2012 8:30 AM

J SCHOOL CLOSED 1/16/2012

for Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day

J Pancake and PJ Day
1/26/2012




Read- Alouds: A Gift of Love

By Wendy Cottam, Principal Partner speech, promoting language acquisi- In picture books, = —————————

and Retired Principal of Redwood tion. Beginning with song and rhyme, art and the text

School in Inglewood, Calif. children internalize the rhythms of are combined to

language and the actual sounds of the help children ex- R

How sweet the soun dwond$thahcomhpose thelsowaflard s  plore and connect 0O0ften,

voice reading aloud or sharing a fami- guage. Children of any age can enjoy to the characters. chlldr_en

ly history, cultural tradition, song, picture books with repeated rhythmic The illustrations ISR E

rhyme, or personal story. Like comfort ~ cadences. depict mood and story and even
tone as well as sleep with a

food, these treasured experiences 0
ones that give us a sense of pleasure
and safety dpromote a lifetime love
of reading.

favorite boo

Children listen on a level above their
reading ability and often anticipate
events in the story. They often have

an emotional investment in making
Actively listening and following a se- sure the story is read without devia-
guence requires great concentration tion. In Interrupting Chicken by David
and develops a c¢hi |l EzasSteim BabyeOhitkengpromises ron .

advancing the plot
narrative. Con-
necting with a
character through
pictures helps children develop empa-
thy and compassion.

Distractions such as background noise
from televisions, computer games,
and phones may intrude. Listening
may also suffer as the result of a neg-

ative culture surrounding recreational  from inserting himself into the story books beyond a chil dos
reading, and, ironically, from other and anticipating the conclusion.
school assignments. Listening takes )
practice and is acquired like any other ~ Often, children memorize a story and Recommmended Reading for
habit. The earlier it starts, the strong- even sleep with a favorite book and Preschoolers
er it will take hold. ask for the story over and over. True,
rereading the same story takes pa- ] )
Before developing an awareness of tience and control on the part of the i The Little Red Hen by Lucinda
the printed text, children love the reader. With access and plenty of McQueen
sound of language. Reading _aloud cap- books, the child will eventually move The Stinky Cheese Man by Jon
tures the patterns and melodies of on. .
Scieszka
9 Pinkalicious by Elizabeth Kann
 Llama llama Red Pajama by Anne
Dewdney
Fox in Socks by Dr. Seuss
1 BOB Books Set #1: Beginning
Readers by Bobby Lynn and John
Maslen
1 1 SPY An Apple by Jean Marzollo
T Cliffordds ABC by No

to interrupt Papa while he reads a
favorite bedtime story. Papa warns
him not to get so involved in the ac-
tion and relax, but Baby cannot help

Playing on the New Playground

It is still important to read aloud to
children who are independent read-
ers. Vocabulary and background
knowledge expand by reading aloud

well

9 Kylie the Carnival Fairy by Daisy
Meadows

Y Hero, Star Wars series
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