March 9, 2008
Romans 1:8-16
Sermon: “It’s Not About Me — It’s About the Message” Bob Jack
Text:“ For | am not ashamed of the gc

I don’t think I could have scripted a better story to illustrate
the point of this sermon, “It’s Not About Me,” than a piece that ran
on Monday in the Charlotte Observer. Maybe you read it, t00?

It was about a local Charlotte teenager who appeared last
year on the MTV show “My Super Sweet Sixteen.” If you’ve never
seen the show (and I haven’t) it’s all about pampered, self-
absorbed American teenage princesses whose daddies spend a
bundle trying to make their 16™ birthday the biggest bash in town.
In the case of our local Charlotte princess, the price tag was over
one hundred thousand dollars. And that doesn’t include the fifty
thousand dollars worth of “bling” she wore around her neck.

When asked what was her favorite part of the party, Rachel

responded (without a shred of humility): “The opening entrance

was my favorite. All my friends were screaming my name.”



Because it’s all about you, sweetheart! And it’s all about your
daddy. That’s the message we send to the world, when the world
looks at us, here, in America and wonders where our priorities lie.

The apostle Paul makes it clear that for him — and for every
Christian, everywhere — our priority is the message. Paul existed to
deliver the message. How people remembered him was secondary.
How people remembered Christ was primary. It was the first
priority for Paul. And it should be the first priority for you and me
today: The gospel, the message, is that it’s not about us, it’s about
Jesus. It’s about him.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to
the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through
faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will live
by faith.””

This is one of the cornerstone passages in the Bible. It tells us
of the gospel’s power and the gospel’s content. It says that what

you believe about God, and about life, and about yourself is a



matter of life-and-death importance. There is life to be found in the
gospel of Jesus Christ. But for those who reject it, there is
condemnation and death.

So let’s look at the phrase, “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel.” The first word in the sentence is the little conjunction
“for” — F-O-R. It’s used three times in this single sentence, so it
must be important. Whenever you see the word “for” used in the
way it’s used here, you need to realize that it’s a connector to what
came before it. In this case, what came before it was verses 14 and
15, where Paul says: “I am a debtor both to the Greeks and the
barbarians, both to wise and to the foolish — hence my eagerness to
proclaim the gospel to you also who are in Rome.”

Paul says here that he is in debt to God to preach the gospel
to people from all walks of life, and he was eager to preach the
gospel to the Romans. He’s not ashamed of the gospel. He’s not
embarrassed or inclined to hide the gospel, as some are.

And notice that Paul calls it the gospel of Christ. It’s not just

any gospel, not just any message that he proclaims. It is the gospel



of Christ. As Paul says in 1 Corinthians: “For I decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”

It’s the gospel of Christ’s person and Christ’s work that Paul
preaches — who he is and what he does. Before you can say
anything about Jesus Christ, you need to realize first that he is the
mediator between God and us. And he came to establish a
righteousness in us that guarantees our salvation. His person is his
divine nature and his human nature. And that’s the only way he
could accomplish his work as mediator.

And his work was to live a perfectly righteous life so that his
righteousness could be given to us; and he died on the cross so that
our sins might be given over to him. In the process you and | are
made righteous — we are made right in the eyes of God. We can’t
do this much for ourselves. Only Christ can do it for us. And he
does it all out of love. He loves each of you enough to have died
for your sins so that you might have life in his name.

Is that too much to comprehend? That someone would care

enough for you that he would give his life for you?



Consider this: You’ve all probably heard of Queen Victoria,
the monarch who ruled the British Empire when it stretched around
the world. Victoria had a daughter named Alice, Princess Alice.
Alice’s young son was infected with a horrible disease known as
black diphtheria. Doctors quarantined the boy and told his mother
Alice to stay away from him. But she couldn’t.

One day she overheard him whisper to the nurse, “Why
doesn’t my mother kiss me anymore?” The words melted her heart.
She ran to her son and smothered him with kisses. Within a few
days, she was buried. In the same way, out of love, Jesus died for
you.

Paul says he’s not ashamed of the gospel, the good news, that
Jesus died for our sins, the message about the person and the work
of Christ that is his first priority. Why is he not ashamed? It’s
because the gospel is the power of God to salvation to everyone
who has faith. And why would any of us be ashamed of something

that we believe is the power of God for salvation? We wouldn’t.



You and I shouldn’t be ashamed of the gospel because it iS
the power of God for salvation. Because God has chosen to display
his power to save his people through his gospel. It means that there
IS no salvation apart from the gospel.

Every now and then | come across a person who believes that
because God is all powerful and can do whatever he wants,
therefore God can save people apart from the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Don’t listen to such a person. He or she does not know the
power of God for salvation. What he’s preaching is another gospel;
another message other than the Bible.

It’s true that God is all-powerful, and that God can do
whatever he wants to do. What these people don’t know is that the
sovereign, almighty God has chosen the gospel as the way in
which his saving power is displayed. So saying that God doesn’t
need to use the gospel is like saying that God doesn’t need to use
the sun to illuminate the earth.

What’s even more important is that God has chosen to use

the gospel because God is glorified in the gospel. The message of



the gospel brings glory to God for who God is. Every one of God’s
attributes is on display in the gospel of Christ. It shows God to be a
just and loving God. And it shows us that God is our Savior.

Just think about this, in light of my sermon’s topic (that it’s
not about us, it’s about the message): When people deny the
necessity of the gospel of Christ, they are really denying the
necessity of giving God the glory. In effect, they’re trying to
glorify themselves, because they’re claiming that there is another
way to be saved other than the way God has provided, the way that
brings glory to him, the way of the gospel. They’re claiming that
the work of Christ does not make a difference between
righteousness and unrighteousness; between right and wrong;
between the truth and a lie.

But then, there are still plenty of people in this world who
think it’s all about them, anyway.

Max Lucado tells the story of a young man who was a guide
in a museum of art. His job description was simple: Lead people to

the paintings, answer their questions, then step out of the way. At



first he succeeded. He walked the clients to the paintings,
identified the artists, then stepped out of view.

“This is a Monet,” he would say and moved back quickly as
people oohed and aahed and asked him a question or two. And
when they were ready he would lead them to the next masterpiece
and repeat the procedure: “This is a Rembrandt . . . a Picasso . . . a
van Gogh...” He stepped back; they leaned in. He stood; they
stared.

The young man took pride in his work. A little too much
pride. Because in a short time, he forgot his role. He began
thinking the people had come to see him. So, instead of stepping
away, he began to linger in front of the paintings. And as they
oohed and aahed, he would smile and say, “Glad you like it” and
“Thank you,” as if he were somehow to credit for the masterpiece.

Pretty soon, he wasn’t stepping away at all, but lingering in
front of the painting, thrusting his arms and hands and fingers into

their view, finally using his entire body to block the view,



Naturally, the visitors began to fret, and then some complained to
his boss.

And that’s when his boss scolded him: “This job isn’t about
you, Max. Don’t obscure my masterpieces.”

It’s not about us. It’s about God. And it’s about the gospel,
the message and masterpiece that brings glory to God.

So, who is this power of God to salvation for? It’s for
everyone who has faith. For all believers everywhere. This shows
that the gospel, which is the power of God to salvation, is not some
mystical thing. It’s not some magical incantation that warms the
heart. It’s not a lucky charm or a special talisman that you wear
around your neck to ward off evil spirits or to commune with
crystals.

It shows that salvation involves faith. And faith has content.
It requires that you actually believe something rather than nothing.
Or, next to nothing. The gospel is the power of God to those who
believe. Those who put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ as their

Savior and Lord. You can’t believe what you don’t understand.



And the Bible tells us that the unbeliever does not understand
because he or she is not attuned to the things of the Spirit. There’s
no connection.

But in the same verse, it says that the preaching of the gospel
is the power for understanding the things of the Spirit. The things
that God wants us to know about him and about our salvation. The
gospel 1s power. And God’s power is shown by using the
preaching of the gospel to save God’s people.

And we need to be saved. Because on our own, we’re sunk.
As sunk as the Kursk. Remember the nuclear submarine Kursk, the
pride of the Russian navy? August 12, 2000 was to be her splendid
voyage. Five high-ranking naval officers journeyed to sea to
witness a demonstration of her power. But then came two massive
explosions, and the ship began to take on water. And then it
plunged 350 feet to the bottom of the Arctic Ocean. Most of the
crew was Kkilled instantly, but others spent their last hours in the

horrible, freezing darkness.
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But suppose one of those sailors said, “I know what we can
do. Let’s all press our hands on the ceiling and push. We’ll shove
this submarine to the surface.” Can you imagine the response of his
fellow submariners? Push a twenty thousand ton submarine up
through 350 feet of water? They would have told him, “You’re
nuts! We don’t have what it takes to save our lives. We aren’t
strong enough. We don’t need muscles; we need a miracle!”

Paul’s point exactly: You and I can’t save ourselves. We
don’t have the power. We need a miracle. Only God can save us,
and God has made the way of salvation available to us in Jesus
Christ. To anyone who believes, the gospel is the power of God to
salvation.

Finally, 1 want you to notice that this passage tells us who
this group of people is. Who they’re made up of. And it says that
they are both Jew and Greek. This means the whole world. Those
of Jewish ancestry are included. And those of non-Jewish ancestry

are included. Everyone. You and me. This is the “world” that Jesus

said God so loved in John 3:16. This is the world for which Christ
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was made the propitiation in John’s Letter. This is the “mystery”
that Paul talks about in several places. Salvation is not just for
those of Jewish ancestry. It’s the power of the gospel for all who
believe. Everyone.

If you lived in Jesus’ time, that bit of news would have
shocked you. Most of the Jews were expecting a Messiah who
would come for them, and for them alone.

But when Jesus told Nicodemus that God so loved the world
that whoever believed in him -- not just the Jews, but whoever —
will not perish but have eternal life, that was a shocking statement!
Whoever! You and me and anyone who will believe.

But notice that Paul says that it’s to the Jew first. The Jews
were given the gospel first, before anyone else. They had the word
of God in the Old Testament, before any of us or our ancestors had
the word of God.

So, 1t’s not about you. And it’s not about me. And,
ultimately, it’s not about Jews and it’s not about Christians. It’s

about God, and it’s about the gospel. The gospel of Jesus Christ.
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